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AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–271 substituted ‘‘under other Acts’’ 
for ‘‘to other Acts’’ in introductory provisions and 
added pars. (4) to (9). 

CHAPTER 129—NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

Sec. 

12501. Findings and purpose. 
(a) Findings. 
(b) Purpose. 

SUBCHAPTER I—NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE STATE GRANT PROGRAM 

Division A—General Provisions 

12511. Definitions. 
12512. Repealed. 

Division B—School-Based and Community-Based 
Service-Learning Programs 

PART I—SERVE-AMERICA PROGRAMS 

SUBPART A—SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS 

12521. Authority to assist States and Indian tribes. 
(a) Use of funds. 
(b) Duties of service-learning coordina-

tor. 
(c) Related expenses. 

12522. Authority to assist local applicants in non-
participating States. 

12523. Authority to assist public or private non-
profit organizations. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Use of funds. 

12524. Grants and allotments. 
(a) Indian tribes and territories. 
(b) Grants and allotments through 

States. 
(c) Reallotment. 
(d) Exception. 

12525. State or tribal applications. 
(a) Submission. 
(b) Contents. 

12526. Local applications. 
(a) Application to Corporation to make 

grants for school-based service- 
learning programs. 

(b) Direct application to Corporation to 
carry out school-based service- 
learning programs in nonparticipa-
ting States. 

(c) Application to State or Indian tribe 
to receive assistance to carry out 
school-based service-learning pro-
grams. 

(d) Regulations. 
(e) Limitation on same project in mul-

tiple applications. 
12527. Consideration of applications. 

(a) Criteria for applications. 
(b) Priority for local applications. 
(c) Rejection of applications. 

12528. Participation of students and teachers from 
private schools. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Waiver. 

12529. Federal, State, and local contributions. 
(a) Share. 
(b) Waiver. 

12530. Limitations on uses of funds. 
(a) Administrative costs. 
(b) Capacity-building activities. 
(c) Local uses of funds. 

12531. Definitions. 

SUBPART B—COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICE PROGRAMS FOR 
SCHOOL-AGE YOUTH 

12541. Definitions. 

Sec. 

12542. General authority. 
(a) Grants. 
(b) Use of funds. 

12543. State applications. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Submission. 
(c) Contents. 

12544. Local applications. 
(a) Application to Corporation to make 

grants for community-based service 
programs. 

(b) Direct application to Corporation to 
carry out community-based service 
programs. 

(c) Application to State Commission or 
grantmaking entity to receive 
grants to carry out community- 
based service programs. 

(d) Regulations. 
(e) Limitation on same project in mul-

tiple applications. 
12545. Consideration of applications. 

(a) Application of criteria. 
(b) Assistance criteria. 
(c) Application to subgrants. 

12546. Federal, State, and local contributions. 
(a) Federal share. 
(b) Waiver. 

12547. Limitations on uses of funds. 
(a) Administrative costs. 
(b) Rules on use. 

SUBPART C—CLEARINGHOUSE 

12551. Service-learning clearinghouse. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Public or private nonprofit organiza-

tions. 
(c) Function of clearinghouse. 

PART II—HIGHER EDUCATION INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS 
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

12561. Higher education innovative programs for 
community service. 

(a) Purpose. 
(b) General authority. 
(c) Federal share. 
(d) Application for grant. 
(e) Priority. 
(f) National service educational award. 
(g) ‘‘Student’’ defined. 

Division C—National Service Trust Program 

PART I—INVESTMENT IN NATIONAL SERVICE 

12571. Authority to provide assistance and approved 
national service positions. 

(a) Provision of assistance. 
(b) Agreements with Federal agencies. 
(c) Provision of approved national serv-

ice positions. 
(d) Five percent limitation on adminis-

trative costs. 
(e) Matching funds requirements. 

12572. Types of national service programs eligible 
for program assistance. 

(a) Eligible national service programs. 
(b) Qualification criteria to determine 

eligibility. 
(c) National service priorities. 

12573. Types of national service positions eligible 
for approval for national service edu-
cational awards. 

12574. Types of program assistance. 
(a) Planning assistance. 
(b) Operational assistance. 
(c) Replication assistance. 
(d) Application to subgrants. 

12575. Training and technical assistance. 
(a) Training programs. 
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(b) Technical assistance. 
12576. Other special assistance. 

(a) Support for State Commissions. 
(b) Disaster service. 
(c) Challenge grants for national service 

programs. 

PART II—APPLICATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS 

12581. Provision of assistance and approved national 
service positions by competitive and other 
means. 

(a) Allotments of assistance and ap-
proved positions to States and In-
dian tribes. 

(b) Reservation of approved positions. 
(c) Reservation for special assistance. 
(d) Competitive distribution of remain-

ing funds. 
(e) Application required. 
(f) Approval of positions subject to avail-

able funds. 
(g) Sponsorship of approved national 

service positions. 
12582. Application for assistance and approved na-

tional service positions. 
(a) Time, manner, and content of applica-

tion. 
(b) Types of permissible application in-

formation. 
(c) Required application information. 
(d) Application to receive only approved 

national service positions. 
(e) Special rule for State applicants. 
(f) Special rule for certain applicants. 
(g) Limitation on same project in mul-

tiple applications. 
12583. National service program assistance require-

ments. 
(a) Impact on communities. 
(b) Impact on participants. 
(c) Consultation. 
(d) Evaluation and performance goals. 
(e) Living allowances and other inservice 

benefits. 
(f) Selection of participants from indi-

viduals recruited by Corporation or 
State Commissions. 

12584. Ineligible service categories. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Regional Corporation. 

12585. Consideration of applications. 
(a) Corporation consideration of certain 

criteria. 
(b) Application to subgrants. 
(c) Assistance criteria. 
(d) Other considerations. 
(e) Emphasis on areas most in need. 
(f) Rejection of State applications. 

PART III—NATIONAL SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

12591. Description of participants. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Special rules for certain youth pro-

grams. 
(c) Waiver. 

12592. Selection of national service participants. 
(a) Selection process. 
(b) Nondiscrimination and nonpolitical 

selection of participants. 
(c) Second term. 
(d) Recruitment and placement. 
(e) National leadership pool. 
(f) Evaluation of service. 

12593. Terms of service. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Term of service. 
(c) Release from completing term of 

service. 
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12594. Living allowances for national service par-
ticipants. 

(a) Provision of living allowance. 
(b) Coverage of certain employment-re-

lated taxes. 
(c) Exception from maximum living al-

lowance for certain assistance. 
(d) Health insurance. 
(e) Child care. 
(f) Individualized support services. 
(g) Waiver of limitation on Federal 

share. 
(h) Limitation on number of terms of 

service for federally subsidized liv-
ing allowance. 

12595. National service educational awards. 
(a) Eligibility generally. 
(b) Special rule for VISTA volunteers. 

Division D—National Service Trust and Provision of 
National Service Educational Awards 

12601. Establishment of the National Service Trust. 
(a) Establishment. 
(b) Investment of Trust. 
(c) Expenditures from Trust. 
(d) Reports to Congress on receipts and 

expenditures. 
12602. Individuals eligible to receive a national serv-

ice educational award from the Trust. 
(a) Eligible individuals. 
(b) Term of service. 
(c) Limitation on number of terms of 

service for awards. 
(d) Time for use of educational award. 
(e) Suspension of eligibility for drug-re-

lated offenses. 
(f) Authority to establish demonstration 

programs. 
12603. Determination of amount of national service 

educational award. 
(a) Amount for full-time national serv-

ice. 
(b) Amount for part-time national serv-

ice. 
(c) Award for partial completion of serv-

ice. 
12604. Disbursement of national service educational 

awards. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Use of educational award to repay 

outstanding student loans. 
(c) Use of educational awards to pay cur-

rent educational expenses. 
(d) Use of educational award to partici-

pate in approved school-to-work 
programs. 

(e) Interest payments during forbearance 
on loan repayment. 

(f) Exception. 
(g) ‘‘Institution of higher education’’ de-

fined. 

Division E—Civilian Community Corps 

12611. Purpose. 
12612. Establishment of Civilian Community Corps 

Demonstration Program. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Program components. 
(c) Residential programs. 

12613. National service program. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Eligible participants. 
(c) Diverse backgrounds of participants. 
(d) Necessary participants. 
(e) Period of participation. 

12614. Summer national service program. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Necessary participants. 
(c) Seasonal program. 



Page 6115 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 12408 

Sec. 

12615. Civilian Community Corps. 
(a) Director. 
(b) Membership in Civilian Community 

Corps. 
(c) Organization of Corps into units. 
(d) Camps. 
(e) Distribution of units and camps. 
(f) Standards of conduct. 

12616. Training. 
(a) Common curriculum. 
(b) Advanced service training. 
(c) Training personnel. 
(d) Facilities. 

12617. Service projects. 
(a) Project requirements. 
(b) Project proposals. 
(c) Project selection, organization, and 

performance. 
12618. Authorized benefits for Corps members. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Living allowance. 
(c) Other authorized benefits. 
(d) Supportive services. 
(e) Post-service benefits. 
(f) National service educational awards. 
(g) Alternative benefit. 

12619. Administrative provisions. 
(a) Supervision. 
(b) Monitoring and coordination. 
(c) Staff. 

12620. Status of Corps members and Corps personnel 
under Federal law. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Work-related injuries. 
(c) Tort claims procedure. 

12621. Contract and grant authority. 
(a) Programs. 
(b) Equipment and facilities. 

12622. Responsibilities of other departments. 
(a) Secretary of Defense. 
(b) Secretary of Labor. 

12623. Advisory Board. 
(a) Establishment and purpose. 
(b) Membership. 
(c) Inapplicability of termination re-

quirement. 
12624. Annual evaluation. 
12625. Funding limitation. 
12626. Definitions. 

Division F—Administrative Provisions 

12631. Family and medical leave. 
(a) Participants in private, State, and 

local projects. 
(b) Participants in Federal projects. 
(c) Treatment of absence. 

12632. Reports. 
(a) State reports. 
(b) Report to Congress by Corporation. 
(c) Report to Congress by Secretary of 

Defense. 
12633. Supplementation. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Aggregate expenditure. 

12634. Prohibition on use of funds. 
(a) Prohibited uses. 
(b) Political activity. 
(c) Contracts or collective bargaining 

agreements. 
12635. Nondiscrimination. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Federal financial assistance. 
(c) Religious discrimination. 
(d) Rules and regulations. 

12636. Notice, hearing, and grievance procedures. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Hearings. 
(c) Transcript or recording. 
(d) State legislation. 
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(e) Construction. 
(f) Grievance procedure. 

12637. Nonduplication and nondisplacement. 
(a) Nonduplication. 
(b) Nondisplacement. 
(c) Labor market information. 
(d) Treatment of benefits. 
(e) Standards of conduct. 

12638. State Commissions on National and Commu-
nity Service. 

(a) Existence required. 
(b) Appointment and size. 
(c) Composition and membership. 
(d) Miscellaneous matters. 
(e) Duties of a State Commission. 
(f) Activity ineligible for assistance. 
(g) Delegation. 
(h) Approval of State Commission or al-

ternative. 
(i) Coordination. 
(j) Liability. 

12639. Evaluation. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Comparisons. 
(c) Conducting evaluations. 
(d) Standards. 
(e) Community participation. 
(f) Comparison of program models. 
(g) Program objectives. 
(h) Obtaining information. 
(i) Independent evaluation and report of 

demographics of national service 
participants and communities. 

12640. Engagement of participants. 
12641. Contingent extension. 
12642. Partnerships with schools. 

(a) Design of programs. 
(b) Report. 

12643. Rights of access, examination, and copying. 
(a) Comptroller General. 
(b) Chief Financial Officer. 

12644. Drug-free workplace requirements. 
12645. Repealed. 

Division G—Corporation for National and Community 
Service 

12651. Corporation for National and Community 
Service. 

12651a. Board of Directors. 
(a) Composition. 
(b) Officers. 
(c) Terms. 
(d) Vacancies. 

12651b. Authorities and duties of the Board of Direc-
tors. 

(a) Meetings. 
(b) Quorum. 
(c) Authorities of officers. 
(d) Expenses. 
(e) Special Government employees. 
(f) Status of members. 
(g) Duties. 
(h) Administration. 
(i) Limitation on participation. 
(j) Coordination with other Federal ac-

tivities. 
12651c. Chief Executive Officer. 

(a) Appointment. 
(b) Compensation. 
(c) Regulations. 

12651d. Authorities and duties of the Chief Executive 
Officer. 

(a) General powers and duties. 
(b) Duties. 
(c) Powers. 
(d) Delegation. 
(e) Actions. 
(f) Evaluations. 
(g) Recruitment and public awareness 

functions. 
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12651e. Officers. 
(a) Managing Directors. 
(b) Inspector General. 
(c) Chief Financial Officer. 
(d) Assistant Directors for VISTA and 

National Senior Volunteer Corps. 
12651f. Employees, consultants, and other personnel. 

(a) Employees. 
(b) Alternative personnel system. 
(c) Corporation representative in each 

State. 
(d) Consultants. 
(e) Details of personnel. 
(f) Advisory committees. 

12651g. Administration. 
(a) Donations. 
(b) Contracts. 
(c) Office of Management and Budget. 

12651h. Corporation State offices. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Duties. 

Division H—Investment for Quality and Innovation 

12653. Additional Corporation activities to support 
national service. 

(a) Methods of conducting activities. 
(b) Innovation and quality improvement. 
(c) Summer programs. 
(d) Community-based agencies. 
(e) Improve ability to apply for assist-

ance. 
(f) National service fellowships. 
(g) Conferences and materials. 
(h) Peace Corps and VISTA training. 
(i) Promotion and recruitment. 
(j) Training. 

(k) Research. 
(l) Intergenerational support. 

(m) Planning coordination. 
(n) Youth leadership. 
(o) National program identity. 
(p) Service-learning. 
(q) National Youth Service Day. 
(r) Assistance for Head Start. 
(s) Martin Luther King, Jr., Service Day. 

12653a. Clearinghouses. 
(a) Assistance. 
(b) Application. 
(c) Function of clearinghouses. 

12653b. Presidential awards for service. 
(a) Presidential awards. 
(b) Information. 

12653c. Military installation conversion demonstra-
tion programs. 

(a) Purposes. 
(b) Definitions. 
(c) Demonstration programs. 
(d) Use of funds. 
(e) Participants. 
(f) Application. 
(g) Limitation on grant. 

12653d. Special demonstration project. 
(a) Special demonstration project for the 

Yukon-Kuskokwim delta of Alaska. 
(b) Application. 

Division I—American Conservation and Youth Service 
Corps 

12655. General authority. 
12655a. Limitation on purchase of capital equipment. 
12655b. State application. 

(a) Submission. 
(b) General content. 

12655c. Focus of programs. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Limitation on service. 

12655d. Related programs. 
12655e. Public lands or Indian lands. 

(a) Limitation. 
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(b) Review of applications. 
(c) Consistency. 
(d) Participation by other conservation 

programs. 
12655f. Training and education services. 

(a) Assessment of skills. 
(b) Enhancement of skills. 
(c) Provision of pre-service and in-service 

training and education. 
(d) Standards and procedures. 

12655g. Repealed. 
12655h. Preference for certain projects. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Special rule. 

12655i. Age and citizenship criteria for enrollment. 
(a) Age and citizenship. 
(b) Participation of disadvantaged youth. 
(c) Special corps members. 
(d) Joint projects with senior citizens or-

ganizations. 
(e) Construction. 

12655j. Use of volunteers. 
12655k. Repealed. 
12655l. Living allowance. 

(a) Full-time service. 
(b) Reduction in existing program bene-

fits. 
(c) Health insurance. 
(d) Facilities, services, and supplies. 

12655m. Joint programs. 
(a) Development. 
(b) Standards. 
(c) Operation of management agree-

ments. 
(d) Coordination. 

12655n. Federal and State employee status. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Non-Federal employees. 
(c) Availability of appropriation. 

Division J—Miscellaneous 

12656. Urban Youth Corps. 
(a) Findings. 
(b) Purpose. 
(c) Definitions. 
(d) Establishment of Urban Youth Corps. 
(e) Living allowances. 
(f) Terms of service. 
(g) Educational awards. 
(h) Nondisplacement. 
(i) Cost sharing. 

SUBCHAPTER II—POINTS OF LIGHT FOUNDATION 

12661. Findings and purpose. 
(a) Findings. 
(b) Purpose. 

12662. Authority. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Construction. 

12663. Grants to Foundation. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Interest earned on accounts. 

12664. Eligibility of Foundation for grants. 
(a) Compliance. 
(b) Activities. 
(c) Limitation. 
(d) Compensation. 
(e) Conflicts of interest. 
(f) Political activity. 
(g) Private sector contributions. 
(h) Audit of accounts. 
(i) Audits by agencies. 
(j) Congressional oversight. 

(k) Duties. 
(l) Annual reports. 

SUBCHAPTER III—PROJECTS HONORING VICTIMS 
OF TERRORIST ATTACKS 

12671. Projects. 
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(a) Definition. 
(b) Identification of projects. 
(c) Eligible entities. 
(d) Projects. 
(e) Website and database. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—AUTHORIZATION OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

12681. Authorization of appropriations. 
(a) Subchapter I. 
(b) Subchapter II. 
(c) Availability of appropriations. 
(d) Specification of budget function. 

12682. Actions under national service laws to be sub-
ject to availability of appropriations. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 2756a, 3056a of 
this title; title 20 sections 1087vv, 6143; title 29 sections 
2822, 2841; title 40 section 550. 

§ 12501. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Throughout the United States, there are 

pressing unmet human, educational, environ-
mental, and public safety needs. 

(2) Americans desire to affirm common re-
sponsibilities and shared values, and join to-
gether in positive experiences, that transcend 
race, religion, gender, age, disability, region, 
income, and education. 

(3) The rising costs of postsecondary edu-
cation are putting higher education out of 
reach for an increasing number of citizens. 

(4) Americans of all ages can improve their 
communities and become better citizens 
through service to the United States. 

(5) Nonprofit organizations, local govern-
ments, States, and the Federal Government 
are already supporting a wide variety of na-
tional service programs that deliver needed 
services in a cost-effective manner. 

(6) Residents of low-income communities, es-
pecially youth and young adults, can be em-
powered through their service, and can help 
provide future community leadership. 

(b) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this chapter to— 
(1) meet the unmet human, educational, en-

vironmental, and public safety needs of the 
United States, without displacing existing 
workers; 

(2) renew the ethic of civic responsibility 
and the spirit of community throughout the 
United States; 

(3) expand educational opportunity by re-
warding individuals who participate in na-
tional service with an increased ability to pur-
sue higher education or job training; 

(4) encourage citizens of the United States, 
regardless of age, income, or disability, to en-
gage in full-time or part-time national serv-
ice; 

(5) reinvent government to eliminate dupli-
cation, support locally established initiatives, 
require measurable goals for performance, and 
offer flexibility in meeting those goals; 

(6) expand and strengthen existing service 
programs with demonstrated experience in 
providing structured service opportunities 

with visible benefits to the participants and 
community; 

(7) build on the existing organizational serv-
ice infrastructure of Federal, State, and local 
programs and agencies to expand full-time and 
part-time service opportunities for all citi-
zens; and 

(8) provide tangible benefits to the commu-
nities in which national service is performed. 

(Pub. L. 101–610, § 2, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3129; 
Pub. L. 103–82, § 2(a), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 787.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 101–610, Nov. 16, 
1990, 104 Stat. 3127, as amended, which is classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out below 
and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–82 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to findings and purposes 
for former provisions setting forth the purposes of this 
chapter. 

SHORT TITLE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–117, div. B, § 1301(a), Jan. 10, 2002, 115 Stat. 
2339, provided that: ‘‘This section [enacting subchapter 
III of this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Unity in the 
Spirit of America Act’ or the ‘USA Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–304, § 1, Aug. 23, 1994, 108 Stat. 1565, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 4953, 5024, 
12591, 12602, 12615, 12619, 12622, 12651d, 12653, and 12655n of 
this title and enacting provisions set out as a note 
under section 4953 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘King Holiday and Service Act of 1994’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Section 1(a) of Pub. L. 103–82 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[see Tables for classification] may be cited as the ‘Na-
tional and Community Service Trust Act of 1993’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–384, § 1, Oct. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 1455, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 12511, 12522, 12523, 
12525, 12526, 12541, 12550, 12612, 12614, 12615, 12622, 12639, 
12651, and 12681 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Na-
tional and Community Service Technical Amendment 
Act of 1992’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1991 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 102–10, § 1, Mar. 12, 1991, 105 Stat. 29, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 12645 of this title, 
amending sections 5091m, 12511, 12521, 12522, 12524, 12527, 
12531, 12542 to 12544, 12548, 12553, 12575, 12576, 12602, 12638, 
and 12651 of this title, and repealing section 12556 of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘National and Commu-
nity Service Technical Amendments Act of 1991’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1(a) of Pub. L. 101–610 provided that: ‘‘This 
Act [enacting this chapter, sections 5091 to 5091n of this 
title, and section 2452a of Title 22, Foreign Relations 
and Intercourse, amending sections 1018c, 1018e, 1070a–6, 
1087vv, 1092, and 1092b of Title 20, Education, and former 
section 546 of Title 45, Railroads, and enacting provi-
sions set out as notes under this section and section 
24301 of Title 49, Transportation] may be cited as the 
‘National and Community Service Act of 1990’.’’ 

Section 110 of subtitle B (§§ 110–118) of title I of Pub. 
L. 101–610, which provided that such subtitle (enacting 
former part B (§§ 12521–12531) of subchapter I of this 
chapter) be cited as the ‘‘Serve-America: The Commu-
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